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EUMOGAKURE RYU

KUMOGAKURE RYU NINPO HISTORY

According to legend, Ninpo (also, Ninjutsu) originated during the old
Korean Koryo Dynasty (918-1392) by Ikai (also, Iko, Cho Busho; Ch.
Zhang Wu Sheng), who was a shogun (military general).

In the first year of the Koyt (Ch. Huangyou) Era (1049) of the Chinese
Northern Song Dynasty, he allied in the Battle of Kiko (Ch. Qiguo) with
the Mongol Khitan army against the army of the Chinese king Jinso (Ch.
Renzong, r.1022-63).

However, Ikai was defeated and escaped to Ise in Japan where he lived
in a cave located in the mountains of Iga. Shogun Ikai was an authority
on Hicho-jutsu and Ongyo-no-jutsu, and it was a recorded fact that by
using a special Kiai (e.g., assembled energy) he could jump to a height of
6 meters.

However, there is no doubt that this Ninjutsu is in fact deeply
associated with the Amatsu Tatara lineage. This can be seen in old
records transmitted independently within the houses of Otomo,
Mononobe, Abe and Nakatomi.

Especially notable are the Otomo house records “Amatsu Tatara Kishin
no Hibumi — Hyohen no Maki” and “Kohyo no Maki,” the Mononobe
house record “Amatsu Tatara Hisshin Ginkoroku — Ryusen no Maki,” the
Abe house record “Amatsu Tatara Rinpo Hiden — Shingan no Maki,” and
the Kuki (Nakatomi House) house record “Amatsu Tatara Nakatomi
Hibumi — Nakatomi Kamitsukasa Hihohen no Maki.”

After WWII, Takamatsu Toshitsugu considered applying the Ryusen
scroll and others as the foundation for the Ninjutsu volume within the
Kuki Shinden Tenshin Hyohen tradition, but due to certain challenges
he terminated this endeavor, and openly transmitted these to his
disciples as Togakure-ryu Ninpo and Kumogakure-ryu Ninpo.

As for the historical transmission of the ryuha, Gamon Doshi and
Hogenbo Tesshin received the knowledge from Shogun Ikai, after which
Gamon Doshi taught Garyu Doshi. The ryuha was further transmitted
as follows:

Joho Era (1074-76) Garyu Doshi transmitted the knowledge to three
people: Izumo Kanja Yoshiteru (Dokutsu-O, founder of Kukishinden
Happo Biken-jutsu and Shinden Fudo ryu Daken Taijutsu), Hachirya
Nyido (expert of Kosshi-jutsu), and Iga Heinai Hyoe Yasukiyo (Hattori).
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Ten-ei Era (1110-12) Hachiryu Nyudo transmitted the knowledge
to four people: Tozawa Hakuunsai (Tozawa Kaneuji, retainer of
Minamoto Tametomo, founder of Gyokko-ryu), Kimon Heibei (early
founder of Hakuun-ryi and Togakure-ryu), Ise Saburc Yoshimori
(Yoshimori Hyakushu Ninka; member of Minomoto no Yoshitsune’s
warrior band), and Hogen Sennin (commander under Minamoto no
Tameyoshi; Minamoto Shikibu-no-jo Tomoyuki; exiled to Mt. Iwao in
Iga).

Ninpei to Heiji eras (1151-60) Hakuun Doshi, who received the
knowledge from Tozawa Hakuunsai (founder of Gyokko-ryt) and Kimon
Heibei, became the founder of Hakuun-ryu. He excelled in Onshin-jutsu
(stealth) and Happo Biken jutsu. Hakuun-ryi emphasized the conduct of
1llusion rituals, the free manipulation of the Four Demons—Ongyoki,
Doki, Fuki, Kaki—and employment of Universal Principles techniques.
This tradition (ryt) later became Togakure-ryi, but its techniques and
skills are closely related to Gyokko-ryu, Koto-ryt, Gikan-ryu, Kumogakure-ryu
and Kasumi-ryu.

Oho Era (1161-63) Togakure Daisuke followed the teachings of
Kasumi-gakure Doshi, who received knowledge from Hakuun Doshi,
became the founder of Togakure-ryu Ninpo. He was the second son of the
Minamoto house Nishina Yukihiro, and legend has it that he served as a
retainer of Commander Kiso Yoshinaka.

In the 1st year of Oho (1161), 7th month (July), at the age of sixteen,
Shima Kosanta Minamoto no Kanesada, an aristocrat of Ise Shima,
fought with the warrior band of Kiso Yoshinaka against the Fujiwara no
Hidehira’s force of 3,000 mounted warriors. He advanced by cutting his
way into the midst of Hidehira’s force, but was critically injured from
cuts to his arms and collapsed. Kanesada was then saved by
Kasumi-gakure Doshi (one legend identifies him as Kanesada’s uncle),
and escaped to the Iga mountains where he was helped by Togakure
Daisuke. There he followed the training of Kasumi-gakure Doshi. Later
he became famous as the founder of Togakure-ryu, and known as the
second generation Togakure Daisuke.

Hogen and Heiji eras (1156-60) Ryuho Nyudo received knowledge from
Hogen Sennin (commander under Minamoto no Tameyoshi; Minamoto
Shikibu-no-jo Tomoyuki). It is told that Ryiho Nytdo was also the first
founder of Iga-ryu Ninjutsu.

Hogen Era (1156-58) Minamoto Hachiman Shichiré Tamenari received
the teachings from Izumo Kanja Yoshiteru. He then transmitted the
knowledge to Minamoto Hachiro Tameyoshi (born in Iga) and Iga Heinai
Saemon-no-jo Ienaga. Minamoto Hachiman Shichiro Tamenari was the
early founder of Shinden Fudo ryu.
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During the Genpei War (1180-85), Iga Heinai Saemon-no-jo Ienaga was
exiled to Iga after the Battle of Yashima in the 2nd year of Genryaku Era
(1185), 3rd month (March), and 22nd day. In Iga he was trained in
Ninpo/Ninjutsu by Minamoto Hachiman Shichiro Tamenari, and became
the early founder of Kumogakure-ryu Ninpo. According to legend, Ienaga
was also called Kumogakure Hosshi. However, this (the name of
Kumogakure Hosshi) cannot be confirmed because of lack of supporting
documentation.

Takamatsu secretly taught only Fukumoto Yoshio the highest level of
esoteric Ketsu'in (esoteric hand seals), as well as Togakure-ryu and
Kumogakure-ryu’s true shuriken, highest teachings of Koppojutsu and
more. Similarly, he taught the highest levels of Bo-jutsu, Ju-jutsu and
Biken-jutsu to Kimura Masaji.

Takamatsu’s first disciple after WWII was Sato Kinbei to whom he
transmitted the Soke (Grandmaster) title of Gikan-ryti Koppojutsu, and
handed down to him the traditions of Takagi-ryi dJu-jutsu and
Kukishin-rya Bo-jutsu, among others, as Menkyo Kaiden Soke. Also,
Sato was the holder of the Ninjutsu Tiger Scroll. Tanemura was
taught/given all the Takamatsu traditions together with Ninjutsu scroll.

Ueno Takashi (Chosui), Takamatsu’s disciple, junior to Sato Kinbei and
teacher of Hatsumi Yoshiaki, received from Takamatsu the traditions of
Kijjin Chosui ryu, Koto-ryu, Takagi-ryu and others. He also inherited
Ninjutsu scrolls in concealment within his family as a house tradition.
Ueno transmitted to his senior disciple Kobayashi Masao (Hosho) the
Kijin Chosui ryu and Izumo Hisho together with a scroll of Ninjutsu
Hidensho.

Tanemura Shoto was taught the Takamatsu traditions by Sato Kinbesi,
Kimura Masaji, Kobayashi Masao, Fukumoto Yoshio and Hatsumi
Yoshiaki.

From the 59th year of Showa (1984), 11th month (November), 28th day,
Tanemura has been teaching Togakure-ryu, Kumogakure-ryt, Kukishinden
Happo Biken-jutsu, Shinden Fudo ryu and Takagi-rya Mizuta-den
(Mizuta line), which he was taught by Hatsumi Yoshiaki (Masa-aki,
Byakuryu), as an independent Tanemura-Den (Tanemura lineage,
Tanemura systems, as the founder Tanemura-Den).

As for the content of Kumogakure ryu, because its foundation stems
from Gikan-ryu, Koto-ryu, Gyokko-ryu and Togakure-ryu, there is no
organized system of techniques. Instead, there are only the oral secret
transmission “Ippon Sugi, Kamayari, Onibi, Metsubushi,” and “Ushirozeme,
Urazeme” of Biken (Secret Sword).

The Tanemura lineage (Tanemura-Den) of Kumogakure-ryt concretely
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systematizes this ryuha based on Takamatsu Toshitsugu’s own notes of
techniques from the highest teachings (gokul) of Gyokko-ryt
Kosshi-jutsu manuals densho (9 Ken and 3 Keri, Taithen Kamae-Kata 9,
Kihon-Gata 9), and Ueno Takashi’s line teachings of the high-level secret
Atekomi Sappo (Deadly Striking Methods) (Shoden 12, Chuden 12,
Okuden 12, Menkyo and Kaiden Kuden many), which is using hidden
weapons (Kakushi, Kakute). This knowledge has been received through
a knowledge exchange with Kaminaga Shigemi who received it from
Ueno Takashi and received from Kobayashi Hosho also.

Finally, the transmissions of Ueno Takashi (Chosui) and Kobayashi
Masao (Hosho) of the “Iga ryt Ninpo Gokuhi no Maki” (176 Kudens), as
well as Sato Kinbei’s “Ninjutsu Heiho Tora no Maki” (56 Kudens), and
Ueno-Kobayashi’s secret transmission book of “Ho-jutsu” (19 and 13
Kudens) will be taught together. Moreover, there is also the
accom)panying Ueno house-lineage tradition (Tomoke/Banke line of
Ninja).

Kumogakure-ryu Genealogy
Hotei
Cho Gyokko
Cho Buren
Cho Busho (Shogun Ikai)
Gamon Doshi
Garyu Doshi
Iga Heinai Hyoe Yasukiyo (Hattori)
<11 generations>
Iga Heinai Saemon-no-jo Ienaga
<abbreviated generations>
Toda Sagenta Nobufusa (son of Tozawa Taro)
Toda Gohyoe Nobunaga (Togakure ryt 20th generation)
Toda Tenzen (Togakure ryu 23rd generation)
Toda Seiryu Nobutsuna
Toda Fudo Masachika
Toda Kangoro Nobuyasu
Toda Eizaburo Nobumasa
Toda Shinbei Masachika
Toda Shingoro Masayoshi
Toda Daigoro Chikahide
Toda Daizaburo Chikashige
Toda Shinryuken Masamitsu
Takamatsu Toshitsugu Yokuo
Hatsumi Yoshiaki (Masa-aki, Byakuryt)
Tanemura Tsunehisa Minamoto no Shoto (Tanemura Den)
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Iga-ryi Ninpo Genealogy (Ueno Takashi line)
Iga Heinai Saemon-no-jo (founder)
<10+ generations abbreviated>
Ueno Hiko-Uemon Yoshiyuki (Odawara Domain retainer;

Inner Secret Scroll, 1st generation)
Yamamoto Kasuke Katsushige
Ueno Ryukichiro Toshihide,
Ueno Kujuro Nobuhisa
Ueno Takashi Chosui
Kobayashi Masao Hosho
Tanemura Tsunehisa Shoto
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