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Yagyu Shingan Ryu Heiho Kacchu Yawara History

According to the transmitted martial historical records of Yagyu Shingan Ry,
Takenaga Hayato, a disciple of Araki Matauemon, has combined and transmitted the
principles of various martial traditions (rydha) in twenty-one articles structured in three
levels, seven articles in each level of shoden (initial level), chdden (intermediate level) and
okuden (advance level). Since these historical records also name Ushu Tatewaki, Arakawa
Jirozaemon, Seigen Nyudo, Yagyu Tajima no Kami, Takenaga Hayato and others, it
mistakenly suggests that Ushd Tatewaki was among Yagyu Shingan RyG tradition
founders. Reading the historical records (Yuisho-gaki) carefully, it is clearly stated that “the
martial strategy of Shingan Ry is the transmission of the elder Takenaga Hayato.

According to the currently existing written transmission handed down by Takenaga
Hayato to his disciple, personal names are accompanied by the name of their
corresponding martial traditions: Shintdo Ryt is Ushi Tatewaki, Shinkage Ryu is Koushi
Riken, Shuza Ryl is Arakawa Jirozaemon, Toda Ryu is Kiyomoto Nyudo (Seigen),
Shinkage Ryl is Yagyu Tajima no Kami, Shingan Ryu is Takenaga Hayato. Inferring from
this reliable history record, it is thought that Takenaga Hayato learned and recorded the
names of these martial traditions (rydha) and their corresponding founders, from Ushi
Tatewaki to Yagyu Tajima no Kami, during the time of his martial training.

The Shogeidé Denrai Chosho record of Date Domain states that “Takenaga Hayato
learned the four traditions of Shintd, Shinkage, Shuza and Toda, and established and
headed Shingan Ryu. However, in the middle of the Enpo era (1673-1680) he lost a match
to a person from another province, after which he was encouraged to travel to Edo (current
Tokyo) to become a follower of Yagyu Tajima no Kami....” Also, it appears that the previous
record by Takenaga Hayato in the densho was in the 7" year of Genroku (1694) and the
3 year of Hoei (1706). Following that, Takenaga Hayato’s Shingan Ryl was in the middle
of the Hoei era (1704-11), then he went to Edo where he learned Yagyu Ry, after which
he named his martial tradition Yagyu Shingan Rya.

During that time, many alternative ideograms (ateji; original kanji replaced by
alternative kanji with similar reading but different meaning) appear in the densho
(transmission record). Toda Seigen (i&c) Nytido seem to be Toda Seigen (#4)i) of Toda
(J7 H) or alternatively Toda (& ) Ryd. Over time, various explanations evolved about the
relations between Toda Seigen and Yagyu Tajima no Kami, but when unifying a few martial
traditions to establish a new tradition, it was common and acceptable to use the founding
ancestor of the tradition rather than one’s own teacher.

According to the densho that Sato received, the genealogy is as follows:
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Takenaga Hayato — It6 Hisasaburdo — Koyama Samon — Aizawa Token — Katdo Gonzo
— Hoshi Sadakichi — Takahashi Hikokichi = Suzuki Heikichi = Suzuki Sensaku — Satd
Kinbei

According to the genealogy in Heihoé Denrai Yuisho and Okuden-no-Maki:
Takenaga Hayato— Yoshikawa Ichiro Zaemon— Ito Hisasaburo— Koyama Samon—
Aizawa Token— Chiba Yoshisuke— Satake Morinosuke— Kato Gonz6—
Hoshi Sadakichi— Takahashi Hikokichi— Suzuki Heikichi— Suzuki Sensaku—
Sato Kinbei— Tanemura Tsunehisa Shoto

In addition, Sato have also received the “divine techniques (kami waza)” of the
genealogy of Katdo Hikokichi who participated in actual battles and took the name of
Yawarahiko.
Takenaga Hayato—Itd Hisasaburo—Koyama Samon—Aizawa Token—Katd Gonzo—
Hoshi Sadakichi—Takahashi Hikokichi— Kato Hikokichi—Suzuki Sensaku—Sato Kinbei

In June 1991, Tanemura Shoto was given Menkyo Kaiden by Sato Kinbei.

In this martial tradition, the techniques for armor (Kacchu) combat include a total of 21
articles (7 articles for each level of shoden, chidden and okuden), staff techniques (bojutsu)
include 19 methods of Kamae, Omote - 10 items, and Ura - 10 items, swordsmanship
(kenjutsu), advance level secret transmission (gokui kuden), and others.

¥ )E“I?F“ﬂct %
e E’:i‘g.{?;ﬂ’@
¥ F LR
- A fa A
R T R A 4
R mRa® gy 0
7 & Ehpmn g K
Ny f VL
’; L3 ﬁli%ﬁ'

Yagyu Shingan Ryu Heiho Kacchu Yawara
Copyright © T. Shoto Tanemura 2020



